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SUBJECT: ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN 
FOR: CIVIL COORDINATOR 

1 . OCCASIONALLY, IT IS NECESSARY FOR A VIETNAMESE OR 
CAMBODIAN EVACUEE TO HAVE A VALID ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF A 
VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN DOCUMENT SUCH AS A BIRTH OR 
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE OR A DRIVERS LICENSE. THE VALIDATION 
OF A DOCUMENT OE NON- AMERICAN ORIGIN IS ORDINARILY A 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CONCERNED STATE GOVERNMENT. IN ORDER 
TO ASSURE TIMELY AND COMPREHENSIVE ACTION, HOWEVER, 
RELOCATION CENTER OFFICIALS MAY WISH TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE 
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QUALIFIED AMERICAN PERSONNEL THE AUTHORITY TO CERTIFY THAT 
AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF A VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN 
DOCUMENT IS TRUE AND ACCURATE. NOTARIZATION OF THE 
TRANSLATED DOCUMENT THEN BECOMES A MATTER OF ROUTINE. 

2. WE CONSIDER MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR AN AMERICAN TO 
RECEIVE THE ABOVE DELEGATION TO BE AN S-3, R-3 RATING 

IN VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN BY THE FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. WE ASSUME THAT SUCH PERSONNEL ARE 

VAILABLE IN EACH RELOCATION CENTER. INITIAL TRANSLATION 
OF A DOCUMENT MAY BE PERFORMED BY A NATIVE LANGUAGE 
VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN, BUT SHOULD BE CERTIFIED 
CORRECT ONLY AFTER THOROUGH REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE 
QUALIFIED AMERICAN WITH THE DELEGATED AUTHORITY. 

3. SOME DOCUMENTS OF VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN ORIGIN MAY 
BE WRITTEN IN FRENCH. ACCORDINGLY, IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
ALSO TO OBTAIN A SIMILAR DELEGATION EOR AN AMERICAN 
QUALIFIED IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE. INGERSOLL 
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